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From the Leisure Hour. 


A CHAPTER ON COMETS. 


(Concluded from page 276.) 


The period of the arrival of some other 
comets is now ascertained with a precision 
equal to that of the planets. One, known by 
the name of Encke, revolves round the sun 
in the short period of 1211 days, or about 34 
years. It has no tail, but presents a very in- 
definite nucleus at that end of the oval figure 
next the sun. Another comet, revolving in 
2410 days, or about 6} years, is named after 
the astronomer Biela, It has a very small 
tail, and, even when brightest, is barely visi- 
ble to the naked eye. It obliquely crosses 
the orbit of our planet twice in its revolution, 
and if at that moment the earth were at the 
same point of its annual orbit, it would be- 
come a most conspicuous and brilliant object, 
and we should have to plunge through a por- 
tion of the nebulous matter of the comet. On 
account of the great rarity of this body, it 
would afford, perhaps, no appreciable resist- 
ance to our solid globe; so that there would, 
perhaps, be little or no mischief from the col- 
lision, As the motion of the two bodies, how- 
ever, would be in different directions, great 
and destructive hurricanes might be produced 
in our atmosphere; nor do we know that co- 
metary matter would prove salubrious to hu- 
man lungs. However, some millions of years 
must pass before this merely possible vecontre 
can happen ; in which prodigious interval the 
very thin matter of this comet may become 
dissipated in space, or absorbed into the sun, 
while our own globe may have reached its 
final consummation, At this comet's last 
visit in 1846, it was clearly seen to separate 
into two distinct bodies, and the fragment was 
readily observed as a smaller comet, 
apparent distance asunder continually increas- 
ed, and at its maximum was about one-third 
the apparent diameter of our moon. Both 
had tails, and the offspring in all respects bore 
resemblance to the parent. They were traced 


for nearly three months, moving parallel with 
each other. 


Their 


It is probable that the lapse of a 


few years will make us acquainted with two]deranged. Had the velocity of the comet 
or three more periodic comets. been considerably less, it might have been de- 
We have already shown that Biela’s comet} tained by Jupiter as a member among his 
is the only one from which a collision could|moons. On the Ist of July, 1770, the comet’s 
reasonably be apprehended. We shall now| distance from the earth was only about seven 
prove how insignificant is the quantity of mat- | times that of our moon, and yet not the least 
ter even of a large comet. In 1770, one of| influence was observed on the tides, nor any 
these bodies suddenly surprised the philoso- | disturbance of our atmosphere; while its pe- 
phic world. Its magnitude and extent at one| riod was lengthened above two days by the 
time were such, that while the nucleus was on | attraction of the earth, 
the horizon, its tail reached the zenith. It} Comets are very numerous; many hun- 
appears that we are indebted to the great mass | dreds have been observed, and we cannot doubt 
of Jupiter for its appearance at all; and, what|that more have escaped observation from 
is also curious, that we owe it to the same| being buried in the sun’s rays, from being 
cause that we have never seen it since! Mons. | above the horizon only by daylight, or from 
Lexell, who carefully observed and computed | being too small and faint to be seen without 
its elements, believed it to move in, what is|telescopes, A few have been sufficiently 
termed by mathematicians, an eccentric ellipse, | bright to be visible to the naked eye in broad 
in the period of about 5$ years; and as other | daylight, and some when only a few degrees 
|observers and computers justified his conclu-| from the sun, In the year 43 B.c., in 1402, 
sion, the question was naturally asked—Why | 1532, and 1843, such comets appeared. 
had it not been frequently seen at its previous} Perhaps the mass of a large comet, formid- 
|approaches to the sun? As this could not be|able as it may appear, does not exceed a few 
answered, and as the severest examinations | pounds weight, hence the impossibility of its 
of the computations cast no doubt on their | producing any appreciable disturbance in our 
correctness, astronomers were content to wait|system., ‘This shows the folly of those fears 
till 1776 for its expected approach. From its|that have been entertained on this subject. 
relative position to the earth and sun, however, Whiston believed that the great comet of 1680 
at that time, it was foreseen that it must then | caused the deluge in the time of Noah, and 
i observation. It has never since been|that the same body would eventually destroy 
seen, our world by fire. Being altogether ignorant 
As these facts seemed to throw a suspicion| of the physical constitution of comets, his 
over the best deductions of the talented mathe- | fancy thus attributed the most opposite effects 
maticians of that day, the curious problem was|to one and the same cause. A large comet 
made the subject of a prize essay by the| that passes very near to the sun would cer- 
French Academy of Sciences, By taking} tainly carry along with it a large quantity of 
into account the position of Jupiter in 1767,| heat; but we know, from the contraction of 
antecedent to the comet’s appearance, and /|its volume as it recedes, that this heat must 
subsequently in 1779 (assuming the period of | be soon dissipated in space. 
54 years), it was found that in 1767 it came| _Like all the other productions of their ador- 
within nine million miles of Jupiter, and thus | able Creator, comets are doubtless intended to 
|a change was produced in its original solar| serve some beneficial purpose in the great 
orbit, in which new orbit it could never have | structure of the universe, ‘The contrary sup- 
been observed from the earth, Ils previous} position seems a perverse and absurd conclu- 
non-appearance seemed thus accounted for.| sion, for what mischief or evil has ever been 
In the month of August, 1779, it again came | produced by one of these bodies? By theigno- 
so near to Jupiter as to pass between his third | rant and superstitious, it is true, they have been 
and fourth satellites ; it was at this time only | regarded as portents of disaster, calamity, and 
about one million of miles distant from him,| devastation; but not the slightest grounds 
being one-fifth nearer than his fourth moon. | exist for such a conclusion, In the popedom 
The attraction of the planet was now greater | of Calixtus II[., while the Turks were at war 
upon the comet than the solar attraction, in| with the papal powers, Halley’s comet sud- 
the high proportion of 200 to1! With such} denly appeared with an extensive tail, and as 
a force disturbing that of the sun, the comet| it had a considerable curvature, which to the 
was thrown again into a new path, which, | terrified imaginations of the ecclesiastics of 
after it had quitted the neighbourhood of Ju-|that period gave it a resemblance to the 
piter, would carry it away forever beyond the| scimetar of their enemies, it was denounced 
range of our vision, unless some further ex-|from the Vatican, by an anathema which 
traneous power should again alter its track.| consigned it and the Turks to the same awful 
So small was the mass of this great comet,|destiny. Great indulgences were promised to 
that the motions of the small bodies forming |those who would daily repeat their paternos- 
Jupiter’s satellites were not in the least degree | ters and ave-Marias for this desirable end ; and 
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a bell was tolled at noon to convoke the faith- 
ful for this holy purpose, This is not the 
only time that the Romish church has fostered 
error. 

Comets, too, have with equal absurdity been 
supposed to predict the birth or the death of 
kings, and the overthrow of dynasties! The 
great one that appeared in the year 43 B.C., 
shortly after the murder of Cesar (just too 
Jate as an omen of that event), was represent- 
ed as the apotheosis of the emperor, or the 
ghost of that hero, assuming his place among 
the divinities, When Cardinal Mazarine was 
on his death-bed, on being told that a comet 
was visible, he remarked, with satisfaction, 
that it had paid him respect by its visit. 

Their sudden appearance in the heavens, 
and the imposing and astonishing aspect which 
they present, have, even in recent times, in- 
spired alarm and terror, One, however—the 
splendid comet of 1811—escaped somewhat 
of the general odium ; for as it was supposed 
to be an agent concerned in the remarkably 
beautiful autumn of that year, and was also 
associated with the abundant and superior 
yield of the continental vineyards, the wine of 
that season was called the comct wine. 

But this was too lenient a concession ; and 
the daring innovotion was repudiated by a 
medical writer of our metropolis, who found 
that this comet had been the cause of some 
peculiar diseases and misfortunes that happen- 
ed in London, and he particularly traced its 
influence in producing an epidemic sickness 
prevailing among the cats in Westphalia! 
Alas, in our erring and disordered world, we 
can always find a calamity to suit a comet, 
though we may not always find a comet to 
suit a calamity. 

There can be no doubt that relics of the 
absurdities of astrology have contributed to 
the errors on the subject of comets which still 
linger in some minds, But what influence 
can mere huge masses of planetary matter, 
rolling with amazing velocity, and millions of 
miles distant from us, have upon the actions 
and conduct of free, intelligent, responsible 
agents? Reason and common sense smile at 

such an absurdity. To imagine that our 
world of land and water, of rocks and metals, 
as it sweeps along through space at 68 thou- 
sands of miles per hour, guides or controls, 
by iis mere mechanical operations, the thoughts 
and feelings, motives or destinies, of the inha- 
bitants of other worlds (if they be inhabited), 
is a proposition which only requires to be en- 
tertained for a moment to be immediately dis- 
carded. Yet such was the ridiculous hypo- 
thesis in relation to comets which our forefa- 


into the fire, and then replenish the plates | 
with fresh nuts, 
much thinned off as to cease collecting on the 
plates, powder some gum camphor, and put it} 
into the holes and crevices, whereupon the 
remnants of them will speedily vamose. It 
may help the process of getting them to as- 
semble on the shell-barks, to remove all edi- 
bles out of their way for the time, 





FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


Thirty-sixth Annual Report of the Managers 
of the Asylum, for the Relief of Persons 
Deprived of the Use of their Reason, near 
Philadelphia, 


The lapse of another year has brought us 
to the period, when it becomes the duty of the 
Managers to surrender to the Contributors the 
trust confided to them, and to present the 
usual Report of their proceedings. In _per- 
forming this duty, the Managers feel that they 
have cause to acknowledge the continued 
goodness of Him, from whom we receive all 
our blessings, in preserving the inmates of 
our Institution in general good health, and, in 
many instances, crowning with success the 
efforts used for the cure of their mental dis- 
eases, 

The number of patients in the family on 
the lst of Third month, 1852, was 52; since 
which, 28 have been admitted, making the 
whole number under care during the past 
year, 80. Of these 19 have been discharged, 
and 5 have died. Of those discharged, 15 
were restored, 1 improved, and 3 without im- 
provement. ‘There were in the family on the 
Ist instant, 56 patients; of whom 2 were re- 
stored, 3 much improved, 12 improved, and 
39 stationary. 

The Report of our Superintendent, which 
is herewith submitted, will furnish accurate 
information as to the present state of the In- 
stitution, the character and condition of the 
patients, and the various means employed for 
their restoration, their occupation, and for 
promoting their general health and comfort. 

The Treasurer’s yearly account, exhibits a 
balance due to the Asylum from him on gene- 
ral account, of $58.73; also, $60.26 due on 
the legacy of our late friend Beulah Sansom ; 
and $68.12, on account of Interest arising from 
the bequest of our late friend George Williams, 
deceased. 

By the Report of the Committee on Ac- 
counts, we are informed, that the expenditures 
for the past year have been as follows, viz. : 





thers could gravely propound, and which is| For Farm and Family, - - $6686 75 
not yet finally abandoned in regions where Salaries and Wages, - - 3581 19 
“the schoolmaster” has not been “abroad,” Medical Department, - - 699 12 
Incidental, - - - + + 103 53 
Annuities, - - - - - 318 20 

House Ants.—The best way to get rid of 
ants is to set a quantity of cracked walnuts or $11388 79 





shell-barks on plates, and put them in the 
closet and places where the ants “do most 
congregate.” They are very fond of these, 
and will collect on them in myriads, When 
they have collected on them, make a general 
auto-da-fe, by turning nuts and ants together 


The amount charged for board of patients, 
is 11,063.10; and there has been received for 
Interest and Ground Rent, $557.10, and for 
three life contributions, $75,—making a total 
of $11,695.20 cents; and showing a balance 


in favour of the Institution from the operations 


After they have become so | of the past year, of $306.41. 


The Farm has yielded 160 bushels of wheat, 
500 of corn in the ear, 580 bushels of pota- 
toes, 37 two-h»rse wagon-loads of hay, 14 
hogs weighing 3036 pounds; and 6 calves 
weighing 915 pounds; besides which, pro- 
ducts were sold yielding the sum of $255.60. 

The Farm has also furnished a sufficiency 
of milk and cream, and a considerable quan- 
tity of butter; and from the garden there has 
been obtained an abundant supply of excellent 
vegetables for the use of the family. 

One of the great advantages our Institution 
possesses, is the close resemblance which its 
constitution and management bear to the quiet, 
the retirement, and the cheerful, social enjoy- 
ments of a well-regulated private family ; an 
advantage which larger establishments of 
similar character do not in the same degree 
possess, and which is peculiarly grateful, as 
well as important, to the inmates, during the 
period of convalescence, or when the opera- 
tions of the mind are but little disturbed by 
disease, and its sensibilities are acute. Fur- 
nished with ample means for the comfort, en- 
joyment, and safety of the patients, with 
efficient medical and moral means for their 
recovery, and under a mild, competent and 
judicious administration, it is satisfactory that 
the favourable opportunities which our Insti- 
tution offers for benefiting this afflicted class 
of our fellow citizens, have been so largely 
partaken of, as has been the case during the 
past year. 

In the discharge of the duties of their trust, 
the Managers are often brought to the know- 
ledge of cases, in which the deep affliction of 
a family, caused by one of its members being 
visited with this most distressing malady, is 
greatly increased by the pecuniary difficulties 
which arise from the augmented expenditures 
it occasions. When the disease attacks the 
head of a family, perhaps with a number of 
children depending on his exertions, with but 
slender means of support, and these suspend- 
ed by the calamity which has befallen them; 
the cost of boarding the invalid in an institu- 
;tion where he can have proper attention and 
skilful and judicious treatment, is a heavy 
burden, and we believe often induces a delay 
in sending him there, which prolongs the du- 
ration of the disease, and greatly diminishes 
the probability of recovery. Some touching 
instances of this kind, where great efforts have 
been made and many privations endured, in 
order to enable families so circumstanced to 
maintain a patient in the Asylum during the 
period necessary for restoration, have given 
rise to a strong desire in the Board, that a 
fund might be formed by liberal contributions, 
the interest of which should be applied towards 
paying a part or the whole of the expense of 
such patients, as well as in defraying a por- 
tion of the cost of repairs and other necessary 
expenses of the Institution, so as to enable the 

Managers to admit this afflicted class, at a 
price still lower than the low rates which are 
now charged. 

There are perhaps few objects upon which 
those who are blessed with plenty could more 
advantageously bestow a portion of the abun- 
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dant means entrusted to their care, or where 
it would relieve a greater amount of poignant 
distress and suffering, among a worthy and 
highly respectable class, than in the formation 
of such a fund. 

We believe there are few if any, Institutions 
for the Insane in this country, in which the 
income from the board of patients is equal to 
their expenditures; and although ours has 
been nearly so during the past year, yet, ow- 
ing to the great increase in the number of 
such establishments, and the larger outlay for 
the comfort of the inmates which the modern 
improvements in their medical and moral 
treatment have occasioned, we cannot reason- 
ably expect that our accounts will continue to 
present so gratifying and favourable a result, 
unless the resources of the Asylum are en- 
larged by the income of such a fund as we 
have alluded to, ‘This presents another and 
a strong claim on the liberality of the friends 
of the Institution, and the Managers would 
earnestly recommend the subject to the atten- 
tion of the Contributors and of Friends gener- 
ally. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of the 
Managers, Cuartes Extis, Clerk. 
Philada., Third mo. 14th, 1853. 





ATMOSPHERIC TELEGRAPH. 


[It may be truly said that man has sought 
out * many inventions,” and should the * At- 
mospheric Telegraph,” described in the fol- 
lowing extract fulfil the expectation of its 
inventor, it will add another to the “ extraor- 
dinary developments” of the nineteenth cen- 
tury.] 


We had an opportunity yesterday of ex- 
amining I, S. Richardson’s ingenious invention 
called the “ Atmospheric Telegraph,” by which 
letters and parcels can be transported consid- 
erable distances with almost incredible velo- 
city, rendering it, practically, nearly equal in 
speed to the Magnetic Teiegraph, over which 
it is obvious it has many advantages in other 
respects, 

‘The apparatus consists of a tube connecting 
the places between which communication is 
to be maintained, in which a sort of piston 
called “the plunger,” is fitted with a loose 
leather packing. The matter to be sent is 
enclosed in a bag attached behind this plun- 
ger. Its propulsion is secured by the pressure 
of the atmosphere of ordinary density behind 
it, that in front being rarified by means of an 
air-pump, producing a partial vacuum, This 
propelling power is so great as to produce an 
apparently instantaneous motion of the plun- 
ger with its load from one end to the other of 
the model tube on exhibition, which is about 
thirty feet long, and one and a-half inches in 
diameter; indeed, the plunger issues forth 
with so much force, when not confined, as to 
knock down violently a heavy billet of wood 
placed opposite the end of the tube, if it is left 
open. ‘I'he speed is estimated at about one 
thousand miles in an hour, The apparatus 
is so arranged that there can be intermediate 
stations upon the line, at which the progress 
of the plunger can be arrested, or, if pre- 


ferred, it can pass directly through to the 
terminus, 

The mechanical difficulties to the plan 
which readily suggest themselves, have been 
ingeniously and apparently effectually obvi- 


ated by Mr. Richardson. The inconvenience 
of the sudden shock occasioned by the arrival 
of the plunger at the end of the journey is 
avoided by an arrangement by which a por- 
tion of the air in front of it is compressed and 
allowed to escape, but gradually, forming a 
sort of cushion to ease the jolt, The retard- 
ing effect of the friction caused by the motion 
of the large column of air which necessarily 
follows the plunger in the tube, is prevented 
by the occasional recurrence of valves in the 
tube connecting with the atmosphere to be 
opened by the plunger as it passes. The 
friction of the plunger itself is reduced to a 
very low point by the manner in which its 
packing is constructed. 

We are informed that the apparatus has 
met with the approval of several gentlemen 
competent to form a sound opinion, who have 
examined it, 

The patent right for the machine is owned 
by the Atmospheric Telegraph Company, of 
which Mr. Richardson is agent. It is pro- 
posed to open on Tuesday next, in this city, 
the subscription books of a company under 
the name of the “* New York and Boston At- 
mospheric Despatch Company,” to construct 
a line between this city and New York. The 
tube of this line, it is proposed, shall be two 
feet in diameter. The cost of laying it down 
is estimated at $2000 per mile, There will be 
supply valves as often as once in twenty-five 
miles, and, intermediate stations at suitable 
points ; for instance, at Worcester, Springfield, 
&c. There will be air-pumps at all the sta- 
tions, 

Hourly mails may be made up and dis- 
patched, a part of them at fixed hours, stop- 
ping at the stations, and the others proceeding 
throughout direct, It is expected that letters 
and parcels from New York would be deliv- 
ered in Boston in less than half an hour. A 
company able to carry mail matter at this 
rate of speed would be powerful competitors 
as contractors for performing the mail ser- 
vice. If a sufficient amount of matter is 
presented, it is claimed that the actual cost of 
transportation is not more than half that of 
any other method, while it is twenty times as 
fast. The line need not be straight, but can 
be curved so as to follow the face of the 
ground, or underlie the channels of rivers. 

It will be observed that this invention bears 
some resemblance to the “ Atmospheric Rail- 
way” so much talked of at one time, but that 
it avoids the objectionable features of that 
scheme, as the tube is closed throughout. We 
are informed that Mr. Richardson has had in 
successful operation a line of three-inch tube 
a mile in length.— Boston Daily Advertiser, 
Fourth mo, 16th: 





Means of Salvation.—W hether after Christ 
appeared in a body of flesh, and shedding his 
blood, any can be saved thereby, or by any 
believing in Christ whatsoever, without letting 





saves | Be not deceived, God i is : not mocked. 

He that believeth in the power which raised 
our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, and is 
subject to the power, shall be redeemed and 
saved thereby. For death came by the soul’s 
separation from the power which gave life, 
and Christ saves by bringing to the power 
again, so that he that would indeed be saved 
by Christ, must believe in God through him, 
and feel the power which redeems. But let a 
man believe ever so much concerning God 
and Christ, until he feels this, and be changed 
by the virtue and operation of this, he cannot 
be saved, but is still in his sins, and under 
condemnation and wrath, because of sin, 
whatsoever he thinks of himself.— Peningion. 

enon 


From the Annual Monitor for 1853. 
MARY HEARSON. 


Mary Hearson, of Spalding, deceased Third 
month 26th, 1852, aged 72 years, 

She was seriously inclined from her child- 
hood, and for thirty-five years, a member 
amongst the Wesleyan Methodists. During 
this period, she held the situation of house- 
keeper in two or three different families ; and 
alterwards rented a cottage, and supported 
herself by the sale of a little grocery, &c., 
until the failure of her heath obliged her to 
discontinue it. 

Brought in good measure, to the experi- 
mental knowledge of the truth, as it is in 
Jesus, her connection with the Methodists ap- 
pears to have been mutually cordial. She 
was much esteemed by them, and to use her 
own words, they were ‘‘a people whom she 
much loved ;” so that when her mind was 
drawn towards Friends, and she felt it to be 
her duty to unite with them, in their simple 
mode of worship, “ it was a very great trial 
to her.” It does not appear by what means 
her attention was first directed to a serious 
consideration of the religious views of the So- 
ciety of Friends, but, for some years, she was 
much exercised in regard to them, and, “ lest 
she should hurt the mind of any one, she long 
kept her feelings to herself,” till her health 
became sensibly affected. “I prayed,” she 
remarks, “to my heavenly Father, that he 
would be pleased to show me clearly what he 
would have me to do, and that I might be 
made willing to do it.” ‘Thus humbly seek- 
ing for preservation, and right direction, the 
path of duty “was made clear” to her, she 
became fully convinced that “she must look 
more inward to Him who is a Spirit, and who 
helpeth those who worship him in spirit and 
in truth ;” she felt assured that waiting upon 
the Lord in stillness, she should have her re- 
ward.” Henceforth she could find no rest, 
till she “ gave up” to pursue the course which 
appeared to be in accordance with her Chris- 
tian duty. 

‘* By divine assistance,” she remarks in one 
of her memoranda, “| took up my cross and 
went to Friends’ meetings,” nor had she been 
many times there, when to her “ great joy 
and comfort,” she was remarkably confirmed 
in the persuasion, that the path she had been 
enabled to choose, was the right one for her 


in, or receiving his life and power which |to walk in. This was in the “Eighth month, 








1828, and, being much strengthened by the| hence. Yet she survived nine months, and 


ministry of James Haworth, who was about 
that time at Spalding, on religious service, 


Do? 
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continued to evince much patience and resig- 


|nation, during her protracted sufferings, on 


she became a regular attender of Friends’ | one occasion remarking, ‘* O, how good is the 


mectings, and was received as a member of | 


our religious Society in the year 1831. 

It was instructive to notice how steadily 
this dear Friend was strengthened to hold on 
her course. Possessed of a very affectionate 
and feeling mind, and having passed through 
severe trials, which it is believed were sancti- 
fied to her, she was enabled deeply to sym- 
pathize with others when under affliction, 
and she was made helpful to some of her 
friends by her counsel and encouragement. 

She had for many years, suffered from a 
cancer in the eye, and at the commencement 
of the year 1851, she was reduced to a state 
of great bodily weakness, through this painful 
complaint. Both her friends and _ herself 
apprehended that her continuance in her 
afflicted tabernacle could not be long; but it 
pleased Infinite Wisdom to order otherwise ; 
and her faith and patience, during a time of 
great suffering, protracted for more than a 
year, were deeply instructive, evincing to be- 
holders the power of religion, and the reality 
of that “ strong consolation” which the gospel 
of Christ affords to the believer, even in the 
hour of greatest need. 

Some friends who called to see her, Second 
month 3d, 1851, and to read a letter to her, 
found her very weak, and unable to speak to 
them, After they had sat awhile by her bed- 
side, she requested to be raised up, saying, 
she then felt able to hear the letter read. 
After she had heard it, she expressed herself 
in a clear, distinct voice, nearly as follows: 
“T have a firm hope, under my sufferings, 
that soon the end will come, and I shall be 
admitted into glory, to sing Hallelujah to the 


Lord God and the Lamb, forever to adore and | 


magnify the loving-kindness of my Saviour 
and Redeemer. | have an unshaken belief 
that the arms of his love and mercy are round 
about me continually, by night and by day ; 
though there are times when the sufferings of 
the body overpower every other feeling. But, 
I can testify, to his great goodness to me, un- 
worthy me!” 

Fourth month 14th. After being confined 
to her bed for several days, under great suf- 
fering, she said toa friend who called on her, 
*‘] am favoured to feel my mind sustained in 
sweet peace. I enjoy much inward comfort, 
and have a happy prospect before me; but I 
desire to wait all my appointed time. Last 
night my cup of inward consolation overflow- 
ed ; the joy I felt was unspeakable.” 

Fifth month 29th. She expressed herself 
nearly in these words: “Though very ill, | 
have much inward joy. I feel an evidence 
that Jesus Christ has forgiven my sins, and 
cleansed me from my defilements, and that 
he hath put on me the garments of his righte- 
ousness ; that he is very near to me and will 
never leave me, but will soon take me to 
glory.” 

Sixth month 23d. She said to a friend, 
that she felt ready to depart, and that she was 
only waiting the summons of her Lord at 
whatever hour he might see fit to call her 





Lord, I see his goodness in all things ;” and 
at another time, under great suffering, she 
said, “It is hard work, but it is the Lord’s 
will,” and she desired to bear it patiently, 
repeating, ‘My rest is in heaven, my rest is 
not here,” &c., and added, “I feel the time is 
drawing near, My faith fails not; but I feel 
assured that my Saviour is waiting to receive 
me; O, the glorious prospect !” 

At one time when in acute pain, she ex- 
claimed, * O, that it would please the Lord to 
cut the work short, and to say ‘ it is enough ;’” 
yet soon added, * but not my will, but ‘Thine 
be done, O, grant me patience unto the end.” 
She then repeated the whole of the hyma,— 


“Comfort take thou child of sorrow, 
All is ordered well for thee,” &c. 


At another time she said, “ O, I feel it needful 
to be constantly on the watch, for the Son of 
Man cometh at an hour when ye think not.” 
With uplifted hands she prayed, that strength 
might be given her to bear what was the 
Divine will ; and then, turning to those about 
her, she said, O help me to pray, all that can 
pray; pray and sing praises to the Lord; 
glory, glory, glory!” 

Not long before the close, when suffering 
greatly, her niece asked her, if she felt her 
Saviour near, she replied, “ Yes, I feel his 
arms round about me; he is supporting me ; 
he is waiting for me, I shall soon sing glory 
to the Lamb, and have on the white robe, 
with a palm in my hand.” After this she 
said to a friend, that she was ready to go, but 
willing to stay and suffer. Her weakness 
now became so great, that she no longer had 
the power of expression. After a few more 
hours of suffering, succeeded by some of com- 
parative ease, it pleased her heavenly Father 
to grant her a gentle dismissal on the morn- 
ing of the 20th, to receive her, we humbly 
trust, into one of those mansions which she 
had faith to believe her Saviour had prepared 
for her. It is not, indeed, given to every be- 
liever—and no true believer need be discour- 
aged, if it be not given to him, to ezhibit so 
much of the “ holding fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end ;” 
and we are not to measure the ground of his 
safety, or the reality of his preparation for 
heaven, by the warmth of his feelings, or the 
amount and clearness of his expression; but 
it is the Believer alone who caz thus show 
forth the praise of God, ‘* who causeth him to 
triumph in Christ.” ‘The annals of scepticisms 
and infidelity show only the gloomy, cheer- 
less, hopeless contrast. 





Copper in North Carolina.—A company 
of Englishmen are said to be working suc- 
cessfully the copper mine in Cherokee county, 
North Carolina. The copper ore is said to 
be strongly impregnated with silver. A sub- 
stance very much resembling, and believed 
by many to be the pure diamond, has been 
found in Buncombe county, It cuts both 





























glass and steel. The finder has “several 
pieces of large size.” 





For ** The Friend.” 
FRIENDS IN WALES, 


(Continued from page 277.) 


During the year 1658, Thomas Holmes 
was imprisoned by order of the justices, for 
speaking to a priest at Curwent, in Monmouth. 
shire. One of his friends, John Brown, call. 
ing to visit him in prison, was also detained, 
and both were sent out of the parish as vaga- 
bonds, with a pass, At Swanzea, Elizabeth 
Richard, of Cardiff, for an offence of like na- 
ture, was struck with a Bible, and afterwards 
was committed to prison, She was released 
without being brought to trial. Many similar 
circumstances occurred in different parts of 
Wales this year. ‘Iwo priests of Cardiff were 
said to have been called “dumb dogs and 
hirelings,” by Thomas John and Toby Hodges, 
and when application was made to Jenkin 
Williams, one of the bailiffs of the place, for 
a warrant to arrest them on this charge, he 
refused to meddle in the matter, “ being con- 
scious,” Besse says, “that those priests did 
deserve the characters given them.” Another 
bailiff was less scrupulous, and the two Friends 
were committed to prison, Toby Hodges 
was again imprisoned for many months in 
Cardiff, and so was Dorcas Erbery. Mere- 
dith Edwards was for his Christian faithful. 
ness in reproving a priest, committed to the 
county jail at Uske. On another occasion he 
was brought before Robert Thomas, a justice, 
who would not let him speak for himself, but 
when he attempted it, seized him by the throat 
and struck him, The magistrate then com- 
mitted Meredith to Bridewell, by a warrant 
which set forth that he had called a certain 
preacher named Griffith David, a “ thief and 
hireling,” and it also stated that “he denied 
the Lord’s supper.” The keeper of Bridewell 
being incensed by the priest, cruelly and ille- 
gally whipped the poor Quaker. This priest, 
who was notoriously greedy and covetous, had 
been detected by some of his neighbours, 
secretly putting his own private mark upon 
their sheep. ‘This attempted rovbery he had 
not been prosecuted for, because he was the 
priest. 

Matthew Gibbon, of Glamorganshire, who 
had been a captain in the Parliamentary army, 
and had lost an arm in the civil wars, having 
gone into the steeple-house at Penmack under 
religious concern, was dragged and sent to 
Cardiff jail. His commitment was illegal, 
and they never brought him to trial, for he 
had broken no law, On another occasion, 
Mary Richard and Mary Moss, were beaten 
and placed in the stocks, for administering a 
reproof to a priest, and all this without ever 
bringing then before any magistrate, or hav- 
ing any legal examination in the charge 
against them. John Ap John being at a meet- 
ing at Cardiff, was arrested by order of Cap- 
tain Henry Griffith, who, finding that he had 
no legal power to imprison or punish him, 
sent him guarded to Kichard Sheers, a bailiff 
of the place; Richard to avoid acting, chose 
to be absent. ‘The other bailiff was persuaded 
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to grant an order for his commitment, and for| had to say, he went on again; and when [| 


THE FRIEND. 


the imprisonment also of Francis Gawler,| found something more upon my spirit to de- 


John Mayo, and Toby Hodges, who had been 
at the same meeting. ‘The four were continu- 
ed a few days in prison, and then privately 
discharged without any trial. 

Many suffered this year in Wales by dis- 
traint of their goods, for tythes, and for re- 
pairs of the steeple-houses. 

Richard Davies in his lonely situation in 
Montgomeryshire, continued faithful to his 
heavenly Father, and faithful to his earthly 
employer, This year, he says, “I heard of 
one that was called a Quaker, who was come 
from Ireland to Llanvilling, a town in the 
county of Montgomery, and in the love of 
God | went upon the First-day of the week to 
visit him, We had a comfortable, refreshing 
meeting together, and the Lord’s presence 
was with us. ‘Though we were strangers one 
to another, as to the outward, yet we had fel- 
lowship and unity one with another in the in- 
ward life of righteousness. His name was 
Roger Pritchard. He tarried not long there, 
but went back to Ireland ;—though it was 
said, he came to these parts with an intention 
to stay here, and bear his testimony for God 
in this dark corner of North Wales. Not 
being faithful to God, who sent him here, as 
he was going back he suffered great losses 
by sea, and lost his good condition also, and 
turned back to the vanities of the world, which 
was a great sorrow to’ me, But the Lord 
visited him again.” 

How many since the days of Jonah have 
attempted to flee down to Tarshish; or in 
other words, have tried to escape from the 
service the Lord hath appointed them to per- 
form in the cross to their natural will, in suf. 
fering and sorrow. Every attempt at remov- 
ing from places where our cups seem pecu- 
liarly bitter to us, should be well weighed, lest 
in escaping the suffering apportioned out to us, 
we should lose the crown which the Lord has 
in store for a faithful and patient endurance 
to the end, 

Richard Davies thus continues his account : 


“I continued, as the Lord made way for me, | 27, 28,” 


to visit those in whom | found any inclination 
to the things that were good, and there was 
one William Davies convinced of the Truth 
with me. I was also made willing to visit the 
Independent meeting, and those that [ former- 
ly belonged to, that were a separate peopie, 
gathered together chiefly by Vavasor Powell, 
a zealous man in his day. But when Truth 
broke forth in this country, | being the first 
that came to receive it in these parts, did sepa- 
rate myself from them, in love to that blessed 
‘Truth that I received, and it became my true 
teacher. So Vavasor Powell proved angry, 
and preached much against the Quakers, their 
ways and principles; I hearing this, came to 
a place called Cloddieocochon, near Welch- 
pool, to their meeting, expecting to find him, 
but he was not there. John Gritfithes, a jus- 
tice of the peace in those days, was preaching. 
When I came among them they seemed un- 
easy ; and when I had an opportunity, I bore 
a testimony for God, and his Son Christ Jesus, 
his way, Truth, and people, which they 
preached against. When I had done what I 


clare among them, this John Griffithes com- 
manded me to be taken away, and a near 
relative of mine, who owned the house, took 
me in his arms, and led me out of the house 
through the field, and through a gate that 
opened to the common, and shut the gate after 
me. ‘There [ sat under an ash tree, weeping 
and mourning to see the blindness, darkness, 
and hardness of heart, pride and haughtiness, 
that were come over a people who once were 
loving, kind, and humble in spirit. As | sat 
weightily under a serious consideration, what 
and when would be the end of these formali- 
ties and hardness of heart, I prayed to the 
Lord for them. And the Word of the Lord 
came to me, ‘That though they put me out of 
their house, yet in time they would come to 
own Truth, and that house should be a meet- 
ing-place for Friends. Sol went away well 
satisfied of the love and goodness of God to 
me that day, in giving me comfort and conso- 
lation, for my tears of sorrow and affliction, 
that | met with a little before; and I remem- 
bered the saying of the apostle, Heb, xii. 11: 
* Now no chastening for the present seemeth 
to be joyous but grievous ; nevertheless, afier- 
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righte- 
ousness, unto them which are exercised there- 
by.’ 
*¢ After this, I still wanted to know the will 
and counsel of God, and that he might direct 
me in my way, and order my steps in this 
my spiritual travail; for I had none to look 
unto but to him alone, who was all-sufficient 
to carry on the work which he had begun, 
though often by weak, poor, mean and con- 
temptible instruments in the eyes of the world, 
Well might I say with the apostle, * But God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world, 
to confound the wise; and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world, to confound the 
things which are mighty; and base things of 
the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to naught things that are.—1L Cor, i. 


(To be continued.) 
—— 
Selected. 
TO A SINGING BIRD. 


Blithe little prisoned warbler! 
Thy silver tones outbreak, 
Like rain-drops among summer leaves, 
Or on a glassy lake. 
How can such joyous carols 
Flow from thy trembling breast, 
When thou art held in lonely gloom, 
Far from thy native nest? 


Thy home of bloom and verdure 
Among Canary’s isles, 

Where nature’s lap is filled with flowers, 
And nature’s face with smiles,— 

Where o’er the glistening meadows, 
The perfumed breezes run, 

And waters hide in shaded founts, 
Or sparkle in the sun ;— 


Oh! dost thou never sadden, 
And droop thy head in pain, 
At memory of that pleasant home, 
Theu ne'er may’st see again. 






The plane-tree bent above thee 
With blossoms on its bough, 

The vine leaves clustered by thy side— 
Where are the bright things now ? 





Thy wings that chased the sunbeam 
Have weak and nerveless grown ; 
And faded is the golden hue, 
Which on thy plumage shone: 
There is no light above thee 
To glad thy little eye, 
And thou art even banished from 
The sight of the blue sky. 


And yet thou hast forgotten 
Thy nature’s grievous wrong, 
And thy full heart triumphantly 
Pours forth itself in song. 
Though captive and forsaken, 
Of all thy joys bereft, 
The impulse which now prompts thy lay 
Is still unto thee left. 


Oh sweet, enchanting minstrel! 
I bless thee for the thought, 
Which thy unstudied harmony 
Unto my soul has brought: 
If, in thy hour of darkness, 
Such grateful joy is thine, 
How should the immortal hope within 
Forbid me to repine! 
—_—_—_SS-— 
Selected. 
TWO CHARACTERS. 
Some murmur when their sky is clear, 
And wholly bright to view, 
If one small speck of dark appear 
In their great heaven of blue ; 
And some with thankful love are filled, 
If but one streak of light, 
One ray of God’s great mercy, gild 
The darkness of their night. 


In palaces are hearts that ask 
In discontent and pride, 

Why life is such a dreary task, 
And all good things denied ; 
And hearts in poorest huts admire 

Ilow love has in their aid 
(Love that not ever seems to tire,) 
Such rich provision made. 


———>——— 


For “The Friend.” 
“His Merey Endureth Forever.” 


The evidence which was afforded by the 
overruling of Divine power, in our late annual 
assembly, that we are not a forsaken people, 
is truly encouraging to those who are prefer- 
ring Jerusalem to their chief joy, strengthen- 
ing their faith in the wisdom and power of 
Truth, which is able even to remove moun- 
tains. 

Notwithstanding our degeneracy, of which 
we have sorrowlul evidence, disqualifying us 
as a people to see eye to eye,—a harmony of 
spirit seemed in good measure to prevail, 
crowning with peace and tranquillity the minds 
of those who were honestly engaged for the 
prosperity of Zion, ‘The secret prayer of the 
humble soul was, we have reason to believe, 
availingly made to Him who watcheth over 
his flock and family, by day and by night, 
and who knoweth all their sorrows, and hear- 
eth all their sighs, 

The Truth remains unchangeably the same, 
whoever or how many svever may forsake it ; 
and in the day of final account, it will be 
found that the departures of others will affurd 
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followers alone shall have the victory. How- 
ever sorrowful it may be to behold those in 
profession with us, falling away on the right 
hand as well as on the left, let us thank God 
and take courage, in the assurance that the 
foundation of the church of Christ stands 
sure, against which even the gates of hell 
shall never be able to prevail. It is built up 
a spiritual house, of lively stones, and its 
members are a holy priesthood to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ. 

That which is coined in the mint of human 


wisdom, should obtain no currency in the| 


church of Christ; and it is against the coun- 
terfeiting of Truth, both in writing and preach- 


ing, that the testimony of Friends has ever fered persecution for their profession, and 


been borne, bringing upon them reproach, and | 


often bitter persecution. But no weapon 
formed against such as are faithful shall pros- 
per, but into the snare of the wicked shall he 
fall himself. ‘The mercy and peace of God 
shall follow those who, for his sake are made 
willing meekly to suffer, returning not evil for 
evil, but contrariwise blessing, knowing that 
we are hereunto called, that we should inherit 
a blessing; for he that will love life and see 
good days, let him refrain his tongue from 
evil, and his lips that they speak no guile. 
Let him eschew evil and do good: let him 
seek peace and ensue it; for the eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are 
open to their prayers: but the face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil.” 

The jarring and confusion which are pro- 
duced by the exercise of an unsanctified zeal 
in the affairs of the church, can only be ar- 
rested by the removal of the cause, and seek- 
ing that wisdom which is from above, which 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 
Then should we know the restoration of unity 
and harmony in the church, through the ope- 
ration of the Spirit of its holy Head ; for “ His 
mercy endureth forever,” and he is seeking 
to bless us by the purification of our hearts, 
in the furnace of affliction, that he may dwell 
among us according to his gracious promise, 
“IT will be their God and they shall be my 
people.” 





‘servants of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


THE FRIEND. 


no excuse or plea for us, but the Lamb and his which they seem naturally to feel for men} nature and quality. As the Lord made him 


and women, who are the humble, steadfast 
There 
can be little doubt that the members of our 
Society, who have maintained this character 
faithfully to the end of their pilgrimage, have 





a living witness of the power and life of ‘Truth 
in himself, [in due time] he called him to bear 
a testimony to the Truth as he had received 
it, and also against the false ways and wor- 
| ships that were then in the world; for which 


done more by the purity and consistency of | he suffered several imprisonments, bearing the 
their lives, to draw the young people into a 





love and reverence for the cause of religion, 
and the testimonies we are bound to bear, 
than by many precepts, or dissertations upon 
them, however needful in their season and 
place, 

The high character of William Penn must 
have contributed to the settlement of Pennsy|- 


| Vania, by men and women of substantial repu- 


tation in the Truth ; many of whom had suf- 


purchased their experience at no small cost. 


|‘Chey knew the value of their religion, aud 


not only felt bound to live up to it themselves, 
but to labour for the spiritual welfare of their 


ichildren and others; and being the first set- 


tlers in a new country, the excellency of their 
principles and their self-denying lives, must 
have furnished an example to which others 
could recur with safety and advantage. And 
no doubt such a beginning has had an effect 
upon the character of those who have come 
alier them; a body of Friends having been 
raised up in these parts, from generation to 
generation since that day, who have under- 
stood the faith of the Society, lived up to it, 
and stood forth unflinchingly when needed in 
its defence. But it will avail nothing to us to 
say that we have Abraham for our father, un- 
less we are in the faith of Abraham, and bring 
forth the fruits of the Spirit of Christ the 
true Seed. Yet how needful to number our 
blessings, to feel the responsibility of our po- 
sition, and to lay hold of the same Divine 
help which made those worthies what they 
were, that the great cause of ‘Truth and right- 
eousness may prosper, and not fall to the 
ground from our hands, 

William Yardley was one of the early set- 
tlers in Bucks county, Pensylvania, of whom 
Thomas Janney gives this account :— 

** Fle was born near Leek, in the north part 
of Staffordshire, in England, of honest parents, 
who brought him up in the employment of a 
farmer, In his youth, he sought more alter 
the knowledge of God and the things of his 


For “The Friend.” | kingdom, than the fading vanities, or moment- 


Early Settlers in Pennsylvania. 


Much depends upon the uprightness and 
firmness of those who are regarded as occu- 
pying the front ranks in religious Society. 
‘he members around them are powerfully in- 
fluenced by their sentiments and actions, ‘l'hey 


are quick to discern whether the Spirit of 


‘Truth rules in them, and whether their fruits 
are the oflspring of a sincere and conscientious 
obedience to its dictates. No deception can 
be long practised with impunity. It will be 
seen and felt; and however specious the out- 
side covering may be, even young or inexpe- 
rienced people will ofien be sensible that there 
is the substance lacking which cannot be 
numbered, and they will not be able to com- 
mand for such, that deep respect and regard, 


ary pleasures of this world, and therefore 
joined himself in society with a people that 
were then the highest in profession in those 


parts, who called themselves the ‘ family of 


love,’ among whom he walked for some time. 


But when it pleased the Lord to send two of 


his faithful messengers, called in scorn Qua- 
kers, out of the nor.h of England, into the 
parts where William lived, he received their 
testimony, as did also several others of that 
society of love. This friend received the 


Truth with a ready mind, and gladness of 


heart, and thought nothing too dear to part 
with for it. It was precious to him, as the 
pearl of great price, and wrought effectually 
in him, not only in opening his understanding, 
but to wound and to heal, to purge out the old 
leaven, and to leaven him anew into its holy 


burden and heat of the day, being one of the 
first that received and bore witness to the 
Truth in those parts. He was very service- 
able in his public testimony, not only in con- 
vincing, but also to the edification of many, 
and was a great stay and support to Friends 
where he lived; being much esteemed for his 
work’s sake, both at home and in other places 
where he travelled, 

“In the year 1682, being in the fiftieth 
year of his age, he removed with his family 
to America, and settled according to his inten- 
tion in Pennsylvania, where he continued very 
serviceable amongst Friends in his ministry, 
and in other services in the first settlement of 
those parts; and if anything happened that 
caused grief or trouble, he bore his part of it. 
He was a man of sound judgment, and good 
understanding, not being drawn aside by any 
false spirit that hath risen in our day, nor 
joined with any that broke forth into separa- 
tion, or sought to divide or make schisms in 
the body, either in England or in America, 
He dearly loved the society of his brethren, 
and much prized unity, as one who knew the 
comfort and benefit thereof. He had a high 
esteem for all who were of a right spirit, and 
of service in the church, although his younger 
brethren. His ministry was with a good un- 
derstanding, not only of what he spoke from, 
but also what he spoke unto; and the things 
which he testified, were what he had learned 
of the Lord, and had himself seen, heard and 
tasted of in the good word of life, not boasting 
in other men’s lines, In the latter part of his 
life, he grew weak in consequence of infirmi- 
ties which increased upon him, nevertheless 
he was olten raised in meetings by the power 
of the Lord, and thereby carricd on in his 
testimony to our refreshment and comfort, 


Tuomas JANNEY,” 
“ Makefield, Bucks county, 
26th of Sixth mo., 1693.” 





The following testimony was written by 
James Dickinson, it is supposed on one of his 
visits to America, concerning John Delaval, 
who died in Philadelphia about the year 1693. 
He says, “* My heart is opened by the power 
of Truth, to give forth a testimony to the 
Lord’s power, that hath wrought effectually 
in this latter age of the world, for the bring- 
ing many sons unto glory; of the number of 
whom | do believe was this my dear friend 
John Delaval, whose memory lives among the 
faithful that knew him, and needs not these 
characters to set forth that comeliness which 
the Lord put upon him, but his name is re- 
corded in heaven, and shall never be oblite- 
rated, Although he was one called in at the 
| eleventh hour, yet he was faithful and zealous 
for the Truth, a man of a tender, broken spi- 
rit, and loved the power of Truth and the 
operation of it, which helped him through and 
over what was contrary to it. My soul loved 
him, and was drawn near him the first day I 
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saw him, because of the sincerity that | beheld 
in him; and as our familiarity increased, so I 
found the bent of his mind was to serve the 
Lord in uprightness of heart. 

“The Lord gave him a gift in the ministry 
and blessed him in it, and enabled him to get 
his day’s work done in his day, whose exam- 
ple, I pray God, we that remain may follow. 
He was valiant for the Truth upon earth, and 
turned not his back to the opposers of it, nor 
would spare the backslider from it, but stood 
faithfulto theend. His bow abode in strength, 
and though many archers shot at him, yet he 
kept the shield of faith, by which the fiery 
darts of the wicked one were quenched, and 
his soul preserved in communion with the 
Lord, and in the faith of Christ he finished 
his testimony, with a heart full of love to God 
and his people; the Lord took him away from 
evil to come. My desire is that we who re- 
main may keep to the same power by which 
he was visited, and love the operation of it, 
that thereby all may be prepared for their lat- 
ter end, which hastens upon us; and so obtain 
the crown that is laid up in store, for all them 
that fight the good fight, keep the faith, with 
the eye single to Christ Jesus the author of 
it; and keep the word of patience; these will 
be kept in the hour of temptation, and know 
an overcoming. And ‘unto him that over- 
cometh, saith Christ, will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne, even as | also overcame, 
and am set down with my Father in his throne.’ 
These shall not be hurt of the second death, 
but know a part in Christ the first resurrec- 
tion, and know that they are the sons of God, 
as was anciently said, ‘ Now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be.’ But ‘when Christ who is our life 
shall appear, then shall we also appear with 
him in glory.’ 

* Let all keep to Christ and know him to be 
their life, so shall they be made partakers of 
the better resurrection, even that unto life; 
when the s2ntence will be passed upon all, 
either ‘Come ye blessed,’ or ‘ Go ye cursed,’ 
by the just Judge of the whole earth, who will 
do rightly to every man, and give to every 
one according as their works shall be; to 
whom all must give an account, and happy 
will they be, who keep to God’s power; they 
will be kept by it to his glory, and their eter- 
nal salvation. 

James Dick1nson,” 

If the character of such living, spiritually- 
minded members is sustained among us, we 
must walk by the same rule in parting with 
all for the pearl of great price, and by devot- 
ing ourselves to the Lord and to the work 
which he gives to every man severally as he 
will. Nothing else can make true Quakers ; 
nothing else can array any with the beauty of 
holiness and the dignity of a man of God, but 
daily living and acting under the cross of 
Christ, by which the true Christian is cruci- 
fied to the world and the world to him, Under 
this he stands in the power and dominion of 
the Truth, and feels bound to maintain all the 
testimonies of the Gospel of Christ. We be- 
lieve there are many to whom they are pre- 
cious. May they be as jewels about their 
necks ; and may the Lord enlighten their eyes 
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to see more and | more clearly their import- 
ance to the soul’s salvation, and give them 
supplies of faith and godly zeal to uphold them 
everywhere and on all occasions, that we may 
continue to be that plain, humble, self-denying 
people, in all godliness of conversation, that 
our fathers in the ‘Truth were. 





Addresses of Indian Letters —The post- 


office authorities of India have much to con- 
tend with in the diversity of languages, and of 
written characters in use, 
difficulty of finding persons to decypher them, 
and the strange custom of covering the outside 
of the letter with titles of courtesy, prayers to 
the Deity, and many other matters, 
nexion with the first point, it may be stated 
that eighteen of the native tongues are in use, 
and to these must be added, of course, all the 
European languages, One example of the 
addresses is as follows: 
pleases—Let this envelope, having arrived at 
the city of Calcutta, in the neighbourhood of 
Colootolah, at the counting-house of Sirajoo- 
deen Hahdad, merchants, be offered to and 


together with the 


In con- 


—‘If the Almighty 


read by the happy light of my eyes, of virtu- 


ous manners, and beloved of the heart, Meean 
Shaikh Inayut Ally, may his life be long. 


Written on the tenth of the blessed Ramzan, 


Saturday, in the year 1266 of the Hegira of 
our Prophet, and despatched as bearing.— 


Having without loss of time paid the postage 


and received the letter, you will read it, and | vel 
| the ornamental needle-work and lace knitting of 


having abstained from food or drink, consid- 


ering it forbidden to you, you will convey 
yourself to Jounpoor, and you will know this 
to be a strict injunction.—Despatched from 
Jounpoor, neighbourhood of the Old Bazaar, 
The blessing note of the Shaikh Ihadollah, 


pleader of the Moonsiff’s Court of the city of 
Jounpoor,” 


——S_—_— 


Punctuality—Few are aware how much 
time is lost by a want of punctuality. Twen- 
ty men meet together for business, detained 
fifleen minutes by the slack-twisted habits of 
one, lose in all no less than five hours of time 
—a donation which they have to make usu- 
ally with no thanks, or a very faint and flip- 
pant apology. A celebrated Frenchman, 
employed in arduous official duties, found that 
his wife was habitually ten minutes too late 
in coming to dinner, He found the difficulty 
incurable ; and therefore determined to write 
a book. “ He fixed on his subject, thought of 
it during his walk to and from home, wrote 
during these ten minutes every day and no 
longer, and in the course of a couple of years 
published one of the most able books of the 
age.”—From the ** Country Gentleman.’ 


——<__ 


It was a judicious resolution of a father, as 
well as a most pleasing compliment to his 
wife, when, on being asked what he intended 
to do with his» girls, he replied, “I intend to 
apprentice them all to their excellent mother, 
that they may learn the art of improving time, 
and be fitted to become, like her, wives, mo- 
thers, and heads of families, and useful mem- 
bers of society.” 


THE FRIEND. 


FIFTH MONTH 21, 1853. 





As Friends generally have long been inter- 
ested in the education as well as general welfare 
of our coloured citizens, we think the following 
information respecting the Schools for the chil- 
dren of that class in Philadelphia, will afford 
them no little satisfaction. There is not yet as 
much done for schooling this oppressed por- 
tion of the population as should be, but a great 
improvement has taken place within the last 
twenty years. The extracts now given are 
taken from a Report made “ To the Board of 
Education of the Pennsylvania Society for 
promoting the abolition of Slavery,” &c., by 
the Visiting Agent. Several of the schools 
mentioned were established by, and are under 
the care of Friends. 


COLOURED SCHOOL STATISTICS. 
I. PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
Grammar Schools, Sixth street near Lombard. 
Established in 1822. 
Boys’ School, Principal and three female assist- 
ants. 
Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 235; average, = 
Do. do, 1853, 183; do. 
Girls’ School, Principal and three joni 
Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 248; average, 186 
Do. do. 1853, 252; do. 201 
Both schools are in a prosperous state. The re- 
citations are satisfactory ; the copy-books are wor- 
thy of notice for their neatness and improvement ; 


the girls, cannot be surpassed by any school of 
similar grade. 

Roberts Vaux unclassified School. 
near Fifth. Established in 1833. 
one female Assistant. 

Number or scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 133 ; average, 102 
Do. do. 1853, 131; do. 109 

Your agent never saw the school in so satisfac- 
tory a state. There are classes in Geography, 
Grammar and Arithmetic, advanced beyond those 
of Primary Schools. Many of the scholars display 
considerable readiness in working sums on the 
blackboard, and the figures on their slates are gene- 
rally very neat. 

West Philadelphia unclassified School, Oak street. 
Established in 1830. M. A. Delemater, Teacher. 

Number cotati, Sun. and Feb., 1852, 75; average, 40 

Do do. 1853, 80; do. 47 

The attainments of the scholars are hardly equal 
to those of a good Primary School, except in writ- 
ing. In that branch the school will compare fa- 
vourably with that of Grammar schools. 

Primary Schools, St. Mary street below Seventh. 
Established in 1841. Principal and two Assistants. 

Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 158; average, 100 
Do. do. 1853, 210; do. 152 

The school, though not so much complained of 
as formerly, does not enjoy the good wishes of the 
people that it should have. It still suffers much 
from its bad location and the discomforts of the 
school-room. The teachers deserve credit for so 
large a measure of success under the circumstances. 

Primary School, Corn street near Reed. Estab- 
lished in 1849. Sarah L. Peltz, Teacher. 

Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb, 1852, 55 ; average, 20 

Do. do- 12853, 53; do. 27 

The present unpromising state of the school is 
not owing to incompetency on the part of the teach- 
er, or want of attention from the Directors. 


Coates street 
Principal and 


Il. CHARITY SCHOOLS. 

Institute for Coloured Youths, Lombard street 
above Seventh. Established in 1852. Principal 
and Assistant Teacher in the female department. 


No. of pupils Ist March, 1853, males 15, females 18; total, 33 
Average for Jan. and Feb., 1853, - - 20 





The school i is ably wateies, and the pupils are 
improving rapidly. The branches now taught are 
Reading, Writing, Etymology, Arithmetic, History 
United States, Geography, English Grammar, Ana- 
tomy and Physiology, Algebra, Linear Drawing, 
Book-keeping, and the Latin language. Other 
branches will be taught as occasion requires. Phi- 
losophical Apparatus, &c., will be furnished in due 
time. A fine library and reading room, free to 
adults of both sexes, and apprentices, as well as to 
the pupils of both schools in the building, was 
opened under the auspices of the Managers of the 
Institute on the 7th instant, with fair prospects of 
great usefulness. 


Raspberry Street Schools,* corner of Locust and 
Raspberry streets. Established in 1770. 

Boys’ School, Principal and one female Assist- 
ant. 

Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 90; average, 62 

Do. do. 1853, 0; do. 68 

Girls’ School, Principal and one Assistant. 

Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 71; average, 47 
Do. do. 1853, 78; do. 49 

In the Boys’ School, two things deserve special 
commendation. One is the excellant order; and the 
other is what the Principal calls an “exercising- 
day,” occupying a considerable portion of one day 
in the week. This exercise consists of questions 
upon all their studies, put promiscuously, and rather 
rapidly, including numerous questions upon fami- 
liar science, and some upon morals, with an occa- 
sional recitation. In this way the minds of the 
scholars are much better disciplined than by the 
routine mode of reviewing studies singly. It is 
much to be regretted that upwards of twenty appli- 
cants were refused admittance into the school the 
last month, for want of room. 

Adelphi School, Wager street; the Girls’ depart- 
ment established in 1838, the Infant department in 
1835. 

Girls’ department, Principal and one Assistant. 


Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 68; average 39 
Do. do. 1853,69; do. 48 


Infant Department, Principal and one Assistant. 
Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 84; average, 45 
Do. do. 1X53, 98; do. 56 

Good order prevails in both departments. More 
or less clothing is furnished every year by benevo- 
lent individuals, and distributed by the teachers to 
the most needy scholars. 

Sheppard School,* Randolph street above Par- 
rish. Established in 1850. Principal and one As- 
sistant. 

Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 50; average, 31 

Do. do, 1853, 56; do. 37 

The school maintains the high character for good 
order and usefulness given it in former reports. 

School for the Destitute, at House of Industry, 
corner of Seventh and Catharine streets. Estab- 
lished in 1848. Principal and two Assistants. 


Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 100; average, 75 
Do. do. 1853, 110; do. 95 

The new school-room and class-rooms are fur- 
nished in the best manner, and are very convenient. 
The school has improved much every way during 
the past year. No school of its kind ever had more 
bountiful benefactors, or more self-sacrificing teach- 
ers. The scholars have the use of the baths belong- 
ing to the House, once a week. 

School for the Destitute, Bedford street above 
Seventh. Established in 1851. Sarah Luciana, 
teacher. 


Number of scholars, Jan. and Feb., 1852, 
Do. do. 12853, 2 


; average, 35 
do. 50 
The school, like its namesake, is favoured with a 

very self-sacrificing teacher, who deserves an as- 

sistant. The support of the school, though gener- 
ous, is more precarious than the other. The school- 
room is in an unhealthy location, and far from being 
comfortable in other respects. Both schools dis- 
pense bread and clothing at all times, and soup, at 
noon, in season. 

Infant School, corner of South and Clifton streets 
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Established in 1827. 
pal, and one Assistant. 

The roll-book not being kept in the usual way, 
the number of scholars and average attendance 
could not be ascertained. About 130 attended 
daily, in good weather, during the winter. The 
great usefulness of the school, as stated in former 
reports, still continues. 


“Elizabeth Freeland, Princi- 


* Schools marked thus have Libraries. 
(To be continued.) 


ITEMS OF NEWS. 


Advices from Europe to the 3rd inst., have been 
received by the Cambria and Atlantic steamships. 

ENGLAND.—Commissioners appointed by the 
British Government are to attend the Crystal Palace 
Exhibition in New York. Cotton at last account 
firm at old prices. Provisions generally declining. 
27,000 emigrants embarked in the Fourth month, 
from Liverpool, for America and Australia. 

FRANCE.—The emperor severely indisposed. The 
Government has granted a large tract of land in 
Algeria, to a company of Swiss emigrants. A wha- 
ling company has been formed at Havre. 

SPAIN.—The king recommends a tariff. 

HOLLAND.—The “Second Chamber” dissolved 
—an election for a new one ordered. The ministers 
promise no attempt to change the Constitution, or 
abridge religious freedom. 

GERMANY.—The Federal Diet of the States of 
Germany have admitted the claim of Austria on it 
for a hundred and seven millions towards defraying 
the expenses of the Hungarian and Italian wars. 

SWITZERLAND.—Insurrection at Friburg sup- 
pressed. Refuse to give up refugees to Austria. 

RUSSIA.—Cholera at Moscow. 


PRUSSIA.—The late bill to exclude Jews from 
all public offices, has been petitioned against by 
Humboldt and other influential citizens. 

TURKEY.—Constantinople quiet. Armaments 
are preparing, for protection against Russia, if 
needed. 

SARDINIA has sent a frigate with the contribu- 
tions of its citizens, to the Exhibition in New York. 

SYRIA.—At Jerusalem a difficulty has occurred 
between the London Protestant Association and the 
Jewish authorities. 

CHINA.—The city of Nankin has been captured 
by the insurgents. Opium trade has been legalized. 

AUSTRALIA.—The yield of gold not dimin- 
ished. 

PACIFIC COAST.—The vessels lost on the Pa- 
cific coast of America during the past three years, 
are estimated to have been worth $925,000. 

VERA CRUZ.—Small pox and cholera prevalent. 

THE BAHAMAS.—The ship William and Mary, 
from Liverpool to New Orleans, ran on a sunken 
rock on the 3d inst., near Bahamas, and was lost; 
nearly two hundred passengers perished. 

UNITED STATES.—Ohio.—There is in Ohio 
1285 miles of railroad completed, and 1719 miles 
under contract. The Ohio river is in fine navigable 
order. 

New York.—A building in which some alterations 
were being made, fell down at Buffalo, killing at 
least six of the hands employed in the work. The 
“chicken” fever prevails throughout this State. 
Full grown fowls of the “ Brama Pootra” breed have 
sold for $50; four weeks old chickens for $1; eggs 
for 50 cents. From the reports of the 14 principal 
religious and benevolent societies, whose anniversa- 
ries have just been held in New York city, it appears 
their income for the past year was nearly one mil- 
lion and a half of dollars. 

Connecticut.—The whole number of deaths by the 
accident at Norwalk has been ascertained to be 45. 
Among those killed were two clergymen and eight 
physicians. There were sixteen women and two 
children. 

Pennsylvania.—More than 200 specimens of coal 
from Schuylkill county have been prepared for the 
Crystal Palace at New York. 


Georgia.—A silver mine reported to have been 
discovered. 

Texas.—Gold has been found in Texas. 

California.—The gold shipped from San Francis- 
co, from the Ist of Fourth month to the 16th, amounts 
to $4,947,864. 


Institute for Coloured Youth. 

The annual meeting of The Institute for 
Coloured Youth, will be held on Third-day, 
the 31st inst., at 3 o’clock, Pp. M., at the com- 
mittee-room, on Mulberry street. 


M. C. Corr, Secretary. 
1853. 


AGENT APPOINTED. 


George Harrison, New Market Chambers, 
Manchester, England, in place of his father, 
John Harrison, deceased. 


Fifth month, 


RECEIPTS. 


Received from Moses Pearson, 0., $2, vol. 21; 
from Jotham Townsend, N. J., $4, vols. 25 and 26; 
from Asa Garretson, agent, O., $1, to 52, vol. 26, 
and for Richard Mott, $2, to 35, vol. 27, and for S 
G. Edgerton, $2, vol. 26. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


Committee on Admissions.—Samuel Bettle, 
Jr., No. 101 North Tenth street; Charles Ellis, 
No. 95 S. Eighth street, and No. 56 Chestnut 
street ; William Bettle, No. 14 S, Third street; 
John C, Allen, No. 179 South Fifih street, and 
No. 227 North Front street ; Horatio C. Wood, 
No, 210 Race street, and No. 37 Chestnut 
street; William Thomas, No. 242 North Fifth 
street, and No. 49 South Wharves; Town- 
send Sharpless, No. 187 Arch street, and No, 
32 South Second street ; John M. Whitall, No. 
161 Filbert street, and No. 138 Race street. 

Visiting Managers for the Month.—James 
R. Greeves, No. 510 Chestnut street. Thomas 
Evans, No. 180 Arch street. Samuel Bettle, 
Jr., No. 101 N. Tenth street. 

Physician and Superintendent.—Joshua H. 
Worthington, M. D. 

Steward.—John Wistar. 

Matron.—Margaret N. Wistar. 


Marnriep, at Friends’ meeting-house, North Sixth 
street, Philadelphia, on Third-day, the 10th instant, 
Cuartes Ports, of Springfield, Delaware Co., Pa., 
and Anna, daughter of Thomas McCollin, of this 
city. 


, at Friends’ meeting-house, North Sixth 
street, Philadelphia, on Third-day, the 17th instant, 
Joun Letcuwortu, of Chester county, Pa., to Ra- 
CHEL, daughter of the late Jonathan Knight, of 
Frankford, Pa. 


mal on the 8th of the Fourth month last, in the 
87th year of her age, CarHarine WHITE, formerly 


of Rich Square, North Carolina. She accompanied 
our friends Richard Jordan and his wife on their 
removal to this part of our country, and continued 
an inmate in their family as an adopted daughter 
until his death, which occurred in 1826. She then 
took up her residence with our friends John and 
Rebecca Kaighn, belonging to the same meeting, at 
Newton, New Jersey, by whom she was tenderly 
cared for me the remainder of her life. 
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